SPRING 2021
COURSE TITLE: THE GREEK ORTHODOX TRADITION (4 units)
COURSE NUMBER: THST 3221 / MDGK 3350 

CORE AREA: FAITH AND REASON (IFTR/INT)
ONLINE – SYNCHRONOUS INSTRUCTION (RECORDED FOR ASYNCHRONOUS ACCESS)

SECTION TIMES /DAYS: TH 6:30-9:30 pm (PST)
INSTRUCTOR: Fr. John S. Bakas




COURCE DESCRIPTION/PRINCIPAL TOPICS:

This course examines the unbroken dogmatic tradition of the Greek Orthodox Church, its liturgy and its place in the religious life of the United States.  The course approaches the study of the Greek Orthodox Church, also known as the Orthodox Church or Byzantine Christianity, from the theological, historical, cultural, and artistic perspectives. The students study the Greek Orthodox Tradition in the context of the Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman Empires and the political and cultural changes that were taking place. The students will discover the role played by historical processes and events at the beginning and during the development of Orthodoxy.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

 The student will: 

· study the establishment of the Church in the early days of Christianity and become familiar with the early “diversities”- heresies and schisms – and examine the ultimate Schism of Christianity 

· analyze & understand the dogma of the Greek Orthodox Church and the doctrines  formulated by the seven Ecumenical Councils 

· be introduced to the Christological and Trinitarian issue and the Iconoclastic Crisis
· study the Sacraments and the theology of the Patristic Fathers

· study the liturgy used in the Orthodox Christian faith & understand how liturgical music and iconography are manifestations of every search for ultimate meaning
· learn the meaning of the symbols used in the sacramental life of the Church and its iconography
· understand the symbolism and metaphorical conventions of ecclesiastical literary texts
· value the existential importance of ultimate questions
· value the meaning of koinonia as both Sacrament and Society

· visit Saint Sophia Cathedral to attend an Orthodox liturgy

PREREQUISITES/RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND: None

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Ware, Timothy, The Orthodox Church
Payton R. James, Light from the Christian East 
Payne, Robert, Holy Fire (Patristic Fathers)

Additional texts will be distributed by the professor during the semester

COURSE WORK/EXPECTATIONS:

Regular attendance and participation in the class

Quizzes on all the required reading (15%)
Research paper on an assigned topic to be approved by the professor (30%)
Midterm Exam (20%) 

Final examination (35%)
